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Europe needs

more space
The old world is launching satellites, for

both commercial and military reasons. But

the US doesn’t like it. CHARLES GRANT

and DANIEL KEOHANE report
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Andy
Kershaw
I was nine at the

time of the first

moon landing.

The school I went

to was run by

enlightened

German nuns

who realised just how world-changing

the events were, and allowed us to watch

Patrick Moore and James Burke on the

BBC. We were all mesmerised, and I used

to go home, empty the contents of my

chest of drawers and hide in the top

drawer, pretending it was a space

capsule. No matter how cynical the cold-

war motives were, you cannot deny the

immensity of human endeavour, and to

this day I’d still love to be an astronaut. 

Bruce Kent
They weren’t called astronauts in my

time, but I was an avid space enthusiast

as a boy, and used to write stories, one of

which was called “Rogo the space

traveller”. But these are more sinister

times. The US has declared that it “must

be prepared to exploit the advantages of

the space medium to protect the

economic interests of the US economy” –

frightening stuff.

Richard
Whiteley
“While driving

down the M1

from Leeds to

London the

other day, I

noticed a

miserable-

looking brown sign for the British Space

Centre. Perhaps they’ll be using the

motorway as a launch-pad.

Marcelle d’Argy-Smith
The rush hour wouldn’t be so bad in

space, and it wouldn’t be a problem

avoiding the traffic jams. I’d be interested

in defying gravity, but why would

anybody want to be like a tinned sardine?

I’d be stuck with men who’d be playing

with themselves. I’d rather watch an

Arsenal match. It’s not alluring.

WANT TO GO INTO SPACE?
A better place: the Galileo
satellite system will revolutionise
everyday life


